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Commissioner for Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop AMENDMENT 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, V A 22314 



Sir: 

Further to the Information Disclosure Statement filed January 12, 2006 and 
October 25, 2007 and in accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 
1.97, and 1.98, Applicants hereby direct a Examiner's attention to the following 
documents cited in a Supplementary European Search Report dated August 28, 2008 for 
European Application No. 04734926.1-1268, which is the European family member for 
International Patent Application No. PCT/JP2004/007593, of which the above-referenced 
application is a U.S. National Stage: 

(1) U.S. Patent No. 4,680,163 (BLIDSCHUN et al.), July 14, 1987; 

(2) WO 02/30163 Al, April 1 1, 2002; and 

(3) EP 1 1 46 057 A 1 , October 1 7, 200 1 . 10/01/2008 DEMMftNUl 00008027 10552743 

01 Ff::J60G 180. 
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Copies of above-listed documents (with the exception of the U.S. Patent) and the 
Supplementary European Search Report for the International Patent Application No. 
PCT/JP2004/007593 are enclosed together with a complete copy of the PTO-1449 Form 
listing these documents. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to consider these 
documents and to initial the appropriate spaces on the attached Form, and to return a copy 
of the completed Form to Applicants with the next official communication in the present 
application. 

Further to 37 C.F.R. §1.98 (a)(2)(ii), a copy of the U.S. patent is not enclosed 
herewith. However, if a copy is needed, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned. 

Applicants note that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after a Notice of Allowance and on or before the payment of the issue fee. 
Accordingly, the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) and the statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.98 (e) are necessary for consideration of this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement. Applicants enclose herewith a check including the amount necessary. 
However, if any other fee is deemed necessary to ensure the consideration of the 
submitted documents, the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 19-0089. 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98 (e), the undersigned hereby states that each 
item of information contained in this Supplementary Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Supplementary 
Information Disclosure Statement. Of course, this statement does not apply to 
information that has previously been cited by Applicant or the Examiner in the present 
application at that information is already of record and no certification is necessary. 

Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 



September 29, 2008 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 



Respectfully Submitted, 
Hiroshi SUDA et al. f 
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